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 ENGLAND  IN THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
The rising
The
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synods, and general assemblies was re-established. Pres-
byterian ministers who had been evicted since 1661 were
restored. The Revolutionary Settlement in Scotland there-
fore ensured the dominance of the Presbyterian Lowlands.
There was, however, to be freedom of worship for all who
would take the oath of allegiance to William, and there was
no Test to exclude any Scottish people from office.
Tjl® f a*Iur.e
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scheme
William was never popular in Scotland.    His proclamation
was immediately followed by a rising of the Highlanders,
which was inspired partly by patriotic opposition to England,
and partly by the hatred of the Western clans for Argyll (one
of William's chief supporters).   The Highlanders were com-
pletely victorious at Killiecrankie, but their leader, Dundee,
was killed : without a leader, the rebels soon laid down their
arms. William offered an indemnity to all those who took the
oath of allegiance by December 31, 1691.   The Macdonalds of
Glencoe delayed until the last, made their way to Fort
William, found that its commander had no authority to
receive the oath, and, having hastened to Inverary, took
the oath on January 6, 1692.    William issued a general
order for the execution of vengeance on those who had not
taken the oath by the prescribed date.    Sir John Dalrymple,
one of William's advisers, saw his opportunity to attack
his old enemies, the Macdonalds, and had the punishment
carried out by Campbell of Glenlyon.   The Macdonalds, not
suspecting   anjr  ill-treatment,   received   the   Campbells;
their retreats were cut off, and then on February 13 they
were massacred.   Thus William's reign opened with a great
blunder, whose memory long kept alive the hostility of the
Highlanders  to  English  rule.    William,   though  not  re-
sponsible directly for the actual massacre, was the author of
the general order, and took no steps to prevent its entirely
unnecessary execution*   A royal commission was appointed
which censured Dalrymple, but did its best to exculpate
the King: no attempt was made to punish those who carried
out the massacre.
The next important incident revealed the intense COm-
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meraal jealousy of the two countries.   The years 1693-1700
were years of great scarcity in. Scotland, and distress was

